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A LITTLE LIGHT RELIEF

A child came home from Sunday
School and told his mother that he

had learnt a new son about a
cross-eyed bear name Gladl%l It
took his mother quite a while

before she reallzed that the hymn
\I/Bvas really “Gladly The Cross 1'd
ear.

St Mary’s High Altar

TO ALL

Easter, the most joyful Festival, yet
when we look around in 2010 we
see many Churches with dwindling
congregations all looking round for
new ways to pay for the up-keep of
the old churches. To revive interest
in the many works that used to be
Christian but are now mainly
secular. Indifference, antagonism,
boredom these seem to be the rule.

This is not just in the Church
of England which seems split about
Women Bishops and has even
attracted the Pope to put out
feelers.

Regretfully, this situation has
particularly affected the Liberal
Catholic Church; splits and more
splits for and against women in the
sanctuary, all are in a state of flux.

The future is unclear, but we
have a guide-line — we have The
Act of Faith. No, we cannot see
exactly what the future holds for the
Church. It is secure. That is our Act
of Faith.
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OUR CONTENTS
Our main theme in this Number is
Easter — looking to the future.
There is an Easter
Sermon and we have included some
comments by Bishop Leadbeater on
the strange Feast of Maundy
Thursday that leads up to the Easter
Festival. Maybe some of you have
not read it before.

Since Women Priests are very
much the topic of today and our
branch of the Church places great
importance to the subject, we have
included a special Discussion Paper
to give some thoughts to take away.
We hope that it will prove useful.

On the final page -- by popular
request -- we have again included a
Quiz as an antidote to the more
serious reading. We hope that you
will enjoy it.

As always, we are on the look
out for new material, so if anyone
has any comments or an appropriate
article that they would like to be
considered, do send it in.

+Allan
Editor

SPECIAL NOTICE

THE FOLLOWING ORATORIES ARE IN
INTERCOMMUNION WITH US:

Oratory of Our Lady Theotokos
Brookdale, Quarry Lane, Heavitree,
Exeter. EX2 5JR
Holy Eucharist, & Healing Services
Clergy: The Rt. Rev. John Wheaton
Telephone 01392 275878 for details

Oratory of Our Lady of Compassion
Flat 2, Abbeyfield Court, Station Road,
Sidmouth. EX10 8NW
Services:Regular Holy Eucharist,
Benediction & Healing
Clergy: Rev. Albertha Meyer
Telephone:01395 577164 for details
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ORATORIES

Under the Episcopal Vicar General
The Rt. Rev. Allan Barns

ORATORY OF SAINT RAPHAEL
37 Tufton Rd, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 7LF
Holy Eucharist: Usually on third Sundays -
Other Services:  Please call.
Clergy: The Rev. Robert Harbour,
Priest-in-charge
The Rev. Carol Harbour
Deacon
01634 232673

Telephone:

ORATORY OF OUR LADY OF THE STAR-
LIGHT

Jasmine Cottage, Apperley, Glos. GL19 4DE
Holy Eucharist: Please telephone for details.
Complin: Healing/Benediction: As arranged.
Clergy: The Rev. Christopher Parker,
Priest-in Charge
The Rev. Elizabeth Parker
Assistant Priest
01452 780277

Telephone:

ORATORY OF OUR LADY OF COMPASSION
6 Tudor Court, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. TN2 5QH
Services as arranged

Clergy: The Rt. Rev. Allan Barns,
Priest-in-Charge

01892 689420

Telephone:-

EALING :
21 Hollingbourne Gdns. Ealing. W13 8EN
Services as arranged
Clergy: Rev. John McGlashan,
Telephone:- 02089 979449

VISIT OUR WEB SITE
www.|ccinbi.org

Or the Main Church Site
http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org/
English/organizations/LCC.GB/LCC html
For useful literature

or our Clergy can supply leaflets
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DISCUSSION DOCUMENT
ON THE ORDINATION OF
WOMEN IN
THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC
CHURCH

1. OBJECT

This is an attempt to take a fresh, open and
impartial view of the problem from a Liberal
Catholic viewpoint. This is difficult for
someone who has been an ‘old fashioned
church member since childhood and who is
personally involved but it is hoped that it
will encourage unprejudiced discussion.

2. ORTHODOX BACKGROUND

In the early days, when the structure of the
church was forming, women played an im-
portant, equal role alongside men and well
ahead of the prevalent attitude of the time.
They were Prophets and Martyrs, Saints.
Deacons with equal status, c.f. St Paul,
Rom 16:1 where he commends Phoebet
was only when the formalised Church of
Rome grabbed to its priesthood many of
the Fruits of the Spirit, Healing and Exor-
cism, that women were pushed out. Never-
theless, they have always been molders of
the Church, e.g. St. Clare, Julian of Nor-
wich, Katherine of Sienna, not forgetting at
least one Pope! (which must have muddied
the waters somewhat!) Then we have St
Paul's oft quoted statement 'In Christ there
is neither male nor female'.

To sum up - the reams written by the ortho-
dox objectors, one could paraphrase The
Case Against the Ordination of Women,
John Saward. London 1975. as follows; 1.
Christ did not choose any women as his
disciples (NOTE Jewish and Eastern atti-
tudes at the time would have made this
unthinkable. He did not pick uncircumcised
men either!) 2. Priests at the Eucharist im-
personated Christ who was a male, (what
about St Paul's statement!)

To move forward - 'In the future, ordination
for women will take its place in the chang-
ing pattern of life and will be accepted as
normal’. She for God. Katherine Moore.
London 1978.

The same year (1978) the Synod of the C
of E decided that there were no fundamen-
tal theological objections to admitting
women to the priesthood.

The whole subject is covered in careful,
impartial and erudite detail from Jesus time,
and the early days when women were not
second class churchmen, to the present
day, by an ex-nun. The End of Silence —
Women & Priesthood. Katherine Arm-
strong, London 1993. Essential reading.

Fortunately, today most people have come
round to the Eastern idea that God has no
gender and is not male or female, so that is
one hurdle surmounted?

None of this really affects the L.C.C. atti-
tude, but before we look at our own history
we do well to recall the first Anglican
women priest — Florence Tim Oi Ling or-
dained by Bishop Hall of Hong Kong on the
25th January 1944 (The Feast of St Paul)
to meet emergency circumstances in Free
China and without being able to contact
any brother Bishops. The action was sin-
cere and surely under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. The Rev Ling was as near to
Sainthood as one is likely to see today!

3. THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT
Officially this is set out quite unequivocally
in The Science of the Sacraments 'Another
of the conditions under which we receive
this mighty gift of grace is that it is arranged
to flow through the masculine organism.'
That is it!

This has been repeated and expanded
upon ever since, c.f. Bishop Johannes
Catechism — 99 Questions and Answers.
Q.44 and currently his long statement on
Homosexuals and Women in the Sanctuary
in the July 94 Liberal Catholic. Never has
our church put out a statement so damag-
ing to our ideas. It makes us seem a lot of
unthinking blinkered bigots. Most L.C.C.
Bishops still follow this as the general line.

There seems to have been very little scien-
tific study done since the early days to test
these ideas. We have all accepted them.
Fresh thoughts are badly needed in view of
the current advances in knowledge.

vibrations, chaos theory resonance, all of
which are relevant and should enable us to
replace more accurately C.W.L's illustra-
tions of 'wires and tubes and taps' which
are so repugnant to many and lacking in
dignity in his original descriptions.
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Especially in waves, vibrations, chaos the-
ory resonance, all of which are relevant
and should enable us to replace more ac-
curately C.W.L's illustrations of 'wires and
tubes and taps'

It is interesting that, despite his dogmatic
statement, if one reads the S of the S and
his various Questions and Answers you
will find that he still maintained the ancient
truth that it is the Christ himself who conse-
crates, blesses and transmutes the Sacred
Elements, not his servant.

Quoted in the September 1929 Liberal
Catholic, he stated that — in reply to a
question by JIW about ordinations carried
out by Bishop Ryle who had no intention of
ordaining 'massing' priests — The Master
replied categorically 'It is not Bishop Ryle
who ordains, itis I’

Other examples: ' When the holy sign is
made, at once the Angel of the Presence
appears, and the life of that higher world
flows in, providing conditions under which
can take place the wonderful changes of
the Consecration . . ." 'lt is by the power of
the Angel of the Presence that the inner
change takes place in connection with the
elements." 'When the Angel of the Pres-
ence deflects the bundles of "wires" con-
nected with the Host.. .'His (the Angels)
presence is necessary for the act of conse-
cration’. .'The Angel of the Presence by the
actual transubstantiation makes the line of
fire along which Christ can pour it." Not the
priest.

To an outsider, it might seem that the im-
portant factor is not the state of the physi-
cal body of the celebrant but his ‘'intention’
and the working of Our Lord himself. Not
being clairvoyant | cannot substantiate or
deny what Bishop Leadbeater saw. How-
ever, from my own experience, having met
an American scientist who claimed to be a
L.C.C. priest, as far as | could see, she
remained perfectly sane and in good
health. In addition, having observed a
woman C of E parish priest conduct the
Holy Eucharist with care, intention and
faith | cannot believe that Our Lord would
allow both her and her some 40 communi-
cants to be partaking the Sacrament under
a delusion and that they might as well have
been at a prayer meeting and picnic on the
green outside. What happens then? | am

too human to know. To risk being irreverent,
Did Our Lord say - 'l do not find this woman
or this homosexual suitable and so will
"short-circuit" what she is doing and effect
the Elements direct.'" Maybe that is what
CWL is telling us actually happens? At any
rate none of us, Bishops or clergy, are more
than very imperfect and faulty instruments of
God's grace. On the other hand did Christ
say, 'you are all created in Gods image, you
are my brothers (and sisters), faith (a ne-
glected word) and sincerity and a desire to
work for my plan is all | need." | do not know!
Nevertheless, Bishop Johannes has high-
lighted the paucity of our knowledge of the
workings of Our Master and the richness of
our conceit.

4. POSSIBLE CONCLUSIONS

[, and | am sure my brother Bishops also,
proscribe to the formula that we will only
ordain priests when there is a demonstrable
need for them and a specific parish or office
to which they can be assigned. Most of our
Groups at present are small and women
priests could be of considerable help in our
work.

My personal feeling is that Bishops are the
servants (deacons) of Our Master and 'the
servant is not greater than the master' so we
are in no position to tell Our Lord what to do
but must carry out His wishes as our very
limited knowledge allows us to perceive it.
We should not be influenced by the thought
that we might attract 'bad' karma or upset
other churches. That is not the point. L.C.C
teaching is surely that we work, not for the
good of our Souls, but for the helping of hu-
manity. If we are called to go into the mud
for Our Master we should gladly accept the
honour. That is Bunyan's true valour.

Since this was written, how ideas have
changed, not only n the Church of England
but in the L.C.C. itself. There a number of
groups who now ordain women and quite
rightly too. They have just as much to offer
as men and in some cases more so. What
does the Bible have to say about it?

+Allan
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AN
EASTER SERMON

ONCE AGAIN we are meeting
together to celebrate the Church’s
greatest Feast, Easter. But this time,
everything is different. We are at the
cross-roads of mankind's future.
Above the surface of the old life,
changes of the so called New Age,
the Age of Aquarius, are just starting
to show. The seedlings of Christ's
promise are breaking up the earthy
surface of the world around us in
preparation for their slow growth
upwards into that new world that is
our promise.

Easter. A rising up to our true
home above the material world, our
true home in the spirit. But we should
always remember that, as in the
Resurrection story, we are lifted up on
and through the cross of matter. The
everyday world around us is still
God's world, is still permeated with
the all embracing love of Christ. As
the Collect for the day reminds us,
good must always finally triumph over
il and that death to this world is but
the gateway to reality.

Surely, at Easter, the teaching
of reincarnation and karma really
come into their own. While we are
assured that the future is secure, 'that
all his children shall one day reach his
feet’ and that in God's mind all are
ultimately moving towards perfection,
we also have to realise that hard work
and choices over many lives are
involved, to bring our imperfect lives
up to the perfection of the Spirit. We
are here to do our Master's work to
lift up the world's cross to its true
home.

We have all the instructions
before us: Becoming a channel for
Christ's unselfish Light and Love,
leading through the Ascension and

Whitsun to Right Action into the world
of Pentecost. Think of the Intents in
our Liturgy. To Imagine God as Light
is not too difficult, but we often find
the Love part tests our actions. We
might be Sons of the King but the
beggar at the gate is also our brother
whatever we think of him.

Despite of, or maybe because
of, all the changes, traumas and
horrors going on in the world around
us, we must realise that a great
breaking up of old forms is taking
place; surely making ready for
something new. While, regretfully, the
churches still seem to be very much
stuck in the breaking up stage, surely
there are signs that the human family
is slowly starting to work together as a
team to help others suffering
throughout the world and not just on
its own door step.

This is the keynote of the
Aquarian Age. Team Work and
Openness -- The pouring out of the
esoteric waters of the Spirit for the
advancement of humanity. Christ
promised to be with us even to the
end of the age and he is very much
so today. That is the message of this
Easter. Being lifted up he will draw all
men to him. We might not recognise
him in the market place but he is
nevertheless very much at work in the
world and it is up to us to play our
part, remember, with the help of the
angels in his work. Let us not be
found wanting and have a happy and
productive Easter.

+Allan
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Bishop Leadbeater
St. Alban's Church, Sydney

MAUNDY THURSDAY is the day of
the commemoration of the founding
of the Blessed Sacrament of the Body
and Blood of Our Lord. It comes in
the middle of Holy Week. Now, in
the outer services of the Church, this
is regarded as a time of mourning and
of sorrow; and yet all the time the sor-
row is strangely interpenetrated by
the Triumph that is to come on the
following Sunday; and so this Holy
Week in Christianity is something
quite apart by itself. It is a season of
mourning and fasting and humiliation,
and yet at the same time a part of the
great Drama which is leading on-
wards now so swiftly to its culmina-
tion. But this day at least is cele-
brated as a day of joy. Our Cross re-
mains veiled, but veiled in white in-
stead of in violet, and we interpolate a
Festival Service in what might, not in-
aptly, be called the gloom of Holy
Week.

We do not emphasise the
gloomy side of Holy Week; but we
hold that the suffering typified by the
Crucifixion came assuredly to the
Christ, as it comes to every one who
tries to follow in His footsteps. The
Way of the Cross is the path of the
Spirit triumphant; but still there is,
very truly, great suffering.

| should like to make clear that
there are always two meanings - the
symbolic meaning referring to the
Initiations through which we all shall
have to pass; and also another
which might be called the mystical,
the spiritual meaning which lies still
further back.

We do thank God for the
institution of this Sacrament; and it
is true that through it the Christ is
physically present with us, just as He
was with us of old, but in the form of

Bread and Wine instead of in the
body of flesh. It is indeed a vehicle,
and so intimate a vehicle, that it has
been spoken of as the Body of the
Lord - but only in that sense that it is
His vehicle, and that in it there is His
full spiritual Presence.

In addition, there is the sym-
bolical side, the mystic interpretation
which is referred to in the Gospel of
the Day. Remember how He says
there: 'He that eateth My Flesh, and
drinketh My Blood, dwelleth in Me.
and I in Him".

Of course, if we were to take
it literally it would be a terrible thing.
It does not mean that at all. It does
surely mean that in receiving the
Host we do receive the power and
the glory of the Christ; and we can
shed it abroad upon our fellowmen.
But when it is said that he that
eateth Him shall live for ever, and
that without that Food there can be
little progress, no salvation. That is
a reference to the other and inner
meaning of the Christ within every
man. Unless the Christ be thoroughly
and truly within man, unless Christ
be in the soul of the man just as
surely as the Sacred Wafer enters
into his body, then indeed for that
man there is no possibility of progress
in every man is the Christ - 'Christ in
us the hope of glory'. Without Him
truly you would have no hope, be-
cause you would be an imperfect
being. The Christ within you, that
which we call the Intuitional Wis-
dom, that which is the Christ within
your hearts, is to be brought to birth,
is to be brought forth into your lives,
so that Christ becomes for you a liv-
ing factor, the Divine Life for ever-
more. In that sense he that parta-
keth of Him, he shall live by Him; and
truly without that hope our case
would be parlous indeed.

In every man is the Christ. It is
the duty of everyman so to live that-
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the Christ within Him may shine
forth, that the Christ within may
come to respond to the Great Christ
without. That is one of the many les-
sons attached to the Sacrament of
our Lord, and, that is the inner in-
terpretation of that otherwise
strangely-sounding Gospel of the
Day.

But In the mystical, which we
are now considering, the main con-
ception is of the Christ within us, in
everyone of us and in every human
being, whether he calls himself a
Christian or a Hindu matters not, in
every one is that Divine Spirit, the
Spirit of the Christ; and we have so
to live that that Spirit may develop
and shine forth through us. It is there
in the worst of men; it is there in the
wickedest and the most depraved,;
because, without that man would not
be man at all. In some it is very
deeply hidden; in others it is begin-
ning to show forth.

Let us learn to live in such a
way that the Christ may manifest
Himself through us, that the Christ
Who is within us may shine forth not
only for our uplifting, but for the
helping and the blessing of our fellow-
men.

A RATHER GOOD PICTURE OF
BISHOP LEADBEATER

The Consecration of Sir Hugh
Sykes, Bart. On 15 March
1953 at St. Mary’s London.

BOOK REVIEW

By George Davidson
Published by Arcturus Publishing Ltd..

A collection of interesting facts
about the Bible together with a
wealth of illustrations. A serious
reference book and also one to
browse through at odd moments.
+Allan
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1. What is sown in corruption?

2.  What was in the beginning?

3.  Where is the Shroud kept?

4. Where did the Gardens hang out.
5. Where would you find the Ark?

6. The other Mary?

7. Who was the Law giver?

8. Dead Water?

9. Cain and?.

10. Who got mixed up with a whale?

11. The very first Book.

12. Who fought the Battle of Jericho?

SCORE: -
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